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In 1875 Fort Sa.-:i Houston covered j u s t 40 acres. Today 
i t m r l u i i s aoproxi-ateiy 35,000 acres, about 54 square 
r . i i ' j s , al;.-7 'ti".e nortl-nastern edge of San Antonio. Struc
ture's survive in good condition from every period of the 
:::3t's :-i s t o r / and r e f l e c t the varying a r c l i i t e c t u r a l s t y l e s 
ot ai.-;ct a century. 5.e5idcs the Quadrangle, co:rpleted i n 
13";, f r u r crours of buildings vore erected on the Fort San 
I-;-ust:n ?-;servation i n the l a t e 13th and ear l y 20Lh centu
r i e s , rhesi vr.re the S t a f f Post, I n f a n t r y Post, A r t i l l e r y 
Pzsz, and Cavalry f est. i:ach group regains v i r t u a l l y i n t a c t , 
and except f c r t!-.e I n f a n t r y Post, none has 'a s i g n i f i c a n t 
r.u-Tier t f r::dern i n t r u s i o n s . Each group of structu r e s i s 
ccnnsctad v i s u a l l y v i t h the Quadrangle, and together they 
cover aiuut 43" uur^s and include apprcxirat'ily 130 r.ajor 
h i s t c r i c e i i f i c i s and nu.~.crcu3 accc.-.punymg c u t b u i l d i n g s 
such as kitchens, r.ossrcu-r.s, and storage f a c i l i t i e s . Soxe 
o i the r t r e s.ir.-.i f ica.it structures are described beicv.'. 

yuadranrle c u i l d m g 16;. 3igun i n 1 376 i.-.d ccxpletea 3 
•. € i r s »at = r, t h i s rabl-e-r rc 51: •.̂ u-!.:ira.- l a r s; 'ucc :r . 
th.e f i r s t b u i l u i n g erucccu a t For t ta:-; ;:oi3to.n. I t i s c.:;.n-
s t r u i t c t c: j r ay l i " ' . s t t . - . t . ind r.:asurcT nrout 624 f e e t along 
eacn s ide . 7.-.-; .-o-.th side i s two s t u r i e d ^ind conta in^ o f 
f i c e s , v h i l e -.hi c.=.it ani v. ist 2id,_.3 .;ro s ing le •ctoried .i.nd 
hcuse ;hct = . shids, and v.ar-h-iuse acace. high v.-all forr .s 
t.ne n r r t n siUi. . c t . i t r i l l y p i a c e i , r e g . - i n t i l l y orchid gate-

• m t h i i t . t h fac;c-t r rcv ides acecss to the c c i r t v a r i . 
i t c n e i u g . - i l l s s r.z arzhua l i n t e l s decorate -.vindcv and dcor 
ope.nin:s thruug.-.tut the 1.7-inse s t r u : c i r e . 

' • - - «'build-.ng 40) . r i . i s gray li.-.estone e d i f i c e 
iasures .6 :c-at sguare ani aptrcxi ir .ateIv 90 f ee t h i g h . 

Cc r . ? i f t e i su -e t i -= m 1876 or 1377, i t houses a wateh-an's 
rocT.,^a 6,4 J j - g a l lo.n water tank, and a c l o : k tha t h=.s a face 

n a l . r t . r t tw^r s ides. A 4-LOOt-square b r i c k s h a f t cx -
ends f ro . - tn-r base of the to.sv^r to the vatchr,.an'..s c u b i c l e , 

an^ a s t i i r v a y p i i ses upv.ard bt,Lw.^»n the shefc and the ex
t e r i o r v a l x s . At a hei-:ht of ahou^. 63 f : - . t , three semi-
c i r c u i a r l y ar .ncd caser.ent win,o-.3 open frc:r. each s i d " o f 
tne to*er t n to • narrcv, crna;nental balcony. 

In fan t rv lEt ritad-j ' l i r t e r . ; fb . i l d i n g G16). B u i l t o f vo l lo> 
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. . . j.s<io, t n i3 rccia.-^gular-shaped, t v o - s t o r y , h i n - r o o f e 
• h r C n - t J ^ ; - ; ^ ' ' ' ' ^ - - ' Houston b u i l d i n g t h a t r e n i n s 
; C . •5''-^^'-or...d t r i m tha t -tnce d-corated a l l 

K-st c u : . r t . - s . i ; , ^ . s t ruc tu re r.easures ar:oroxir,iately 
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t i w i a n 

Since 1379, when i t replaced the o l d Pest r>f San A r t " i 
as t.he Ar.T,y's p r i n c i p a l southwestern U.S. sur.oly baie, F-r'" 
Sam Houston has been the f o c a l p a i n t of i r i l i t a r v or.-ra'i- ' 
i n t h a t geographic region. The jost has sustained other 
area, i n s t a l l a t i o n s l u g u l a r l y and housod i n success ir;.-. th-" 
.headquarters of the Dioartr.ent of Texas, Souf-'m D'-'r---
r.ent, 8th Corps Area, 4th Ar.T.y, a id 5th Ar.tv. Furtherrcre 
Fort SaT. Houston 'r.us played a s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e i n nu-er-tus 
s p e c i f i c r . i l i t - r y operations z r . i innovaLivo a c t i v i t i e s . 
T.ho post s u t p l i e d tha Rough .Riders when they rendezvoused 

:urni-ihrd r.ost of and 111 Sun .".ntt.no i n 139S, 
t c r i a l f o r G-m. John J. Pershing's campaign acainst Pi-t.. 
V i l l a i n 1916, and provided t r a i n i n g r a c i l i t i ; ! 3 f o r thou:anis 
cf troops during '..'orld War I . In 1910 Fort Sa.-n liouston 
accuirea tha f i r s t a i r t i a n e hanger i n the Ctpart-ent of 
Texas, and during the next few years, L t . r;cnny Foulcia ccn-
ducted a e r i a l t r i a l s t : ere t h a t led to the establis.a;-.cnt c: 
the Signal Corps' a v i a t i o n s e c t i o n . I n additio-n post s o l d i r r 
experinr.ented w i t h in.portant new i n f a n t r y taotxcs i n 1937 a.-.;: 
5 years l a t e r c a r r i e d out the Ar.-y's f i r s t airborne ran'-.u'cr-

Today Fort Sam Houston i s a v i t . ^ l n i l i t n r y i n s t a l l a t i c n 
s e r v i n g a -rodern Arrr.y, but r.any of the h i s t o r i c o f f i c e r s ' 
q u a r t e r s , barrao>;r., and othf.T building.^; ro.-^ain i n u^e. Cf 
p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t i s the Quadrangle (1379) , the f i r s t 
per.T-anent s t r u c t u r e erected oa the post. Fort Sa^i Hou.>tcn 
i s an open base and r.nintains a r.useum f o r tiie p u b l i c . 

Hi story 

Every governnent t h a t has controlod the A-r^ricia i:>uLh-
west has recogiiized San Antonio as a s t r a t e g i c l o c a t i o n . 
detach-nent of Spanish s o l d i e r s cstabli.r-.hed a r i l i t a r y c.-.~-̂  
there i n 1718 evsn before the fir.'?t white soti-lers a i r i v - I . 
I n 1773 Baron do Ripperda' bui 11 the f i r s t p3rr.=incnt barr-v?-;; 
there, and i n 1336 a secularized San Antonio nisaion, tno 
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